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LIGHT TURNED ON.

Es(ravaganes and Dishonesty Charged Against
the Government of this Distriot.
Eight Counts in the Indictment Drawn
by 100 Representativa Citizens,

Nillions Bpsal and Usacoounied For Whith the
Qitizons Are Now Called Upon b Pay.

A Demand by the People for the Privilege
of Nelf Government,

The following “memorinl of eitizena of the
United States, residing in the Distriet of
Columbis, concerning thoabolition ofsullrage,
and praying Its restoration,” was prepared
novernl weoks ago and ncoepted by the eiti-
rons’ suflrage committes of 100, 1t was
donigned to aceompany s bill providing for &
ehartor nnd munieipal form of government
for the distriet. Upon consideration the
committes decided that the memorial was
not eomplete in that {6 did not set forth the
legal nand  constitutional objections to
the sutooratic form of government now ex-
isting in the district, and did not sufliciently
point out the fact that the laws governing
the district were doflolont in many ros
spects, and the vessons thersfor. A
committes of lawyers was appointed to
add theso points, snd that commit-
tee has not yot rveported. As soon ns the
memorial s corapletod it will bo prosented
to congress. The document was propared
with great anre and Jabor, It relatos in the
clearest minnner the grievances of the citizens
and has heon approved by a committes of
100 of the most public-apirited and most
prominent residents of tho distriet.

Among the executive committes of 100 aro
stich citizens as Dr, [ W, Bliss, Prof, J, M.
Gregory, J. P. Klingle, Col. 1i. I Swart,
Georgo HH, §r., Col. 1, G, Ingeruoll, Christo-
rhu’r Hourich, Lowis Clophane, J. 8. Worth-
ngton, M, M. Holland, . 8 Moore, (George
Holmes, Mr. Alonzo Bell, Thomna H, Cross,
Willinm H, Olagett, Burgeon General Hamil-
ton, E. D.Wright, George Juonomann, Audrew
Gloason, Porry Carson, James 1. Coloman,
Frank Hums, E. D. Wright, Thomau F.
Miller, and Dy, E. A, Adames, not to mention
muny othors who have means and influence
in the community.

T the honovable the senate and house of repres
suntatives of the United States of Amerion:
Your momoralints, citizens of the United

Btates reslding in the Diatrict of Colnmbis,
who appeal to congress for the restoration of
the right of loenl self-government, bave suf-
forod and are now onduring the injurios
which come mupon auy people who may be
deprived of thia rithli onder a form of ad-
minlstration in which they have no vales and
ean oxercise no control. To be deprived of
this right is in {tself » substantial griovance
nt ;Ilro nt{llcal im'ui u;ontlul.

“rom the time when congress acquired
Jurisdiotion in this let untll the year
1571 the right of self-government bad for
Kuventy yenrs aq}o‘yed freoly, without
complaint and without injury to any person
or to any intercal whatever, In the year
15871, no warning having been given and the
people of this district not having been allowed
to express any cholee, the time<honored char-
ters were swept away. For those were sub-
stituted n hoterogencous body, comprising a
governor, councll, and board of adminlatra-
tion, ull of whom were n:rulnud wnd l:ld hs
the federal anthority and absolutal yon
any responsibility to, or control from, the
poople. For threo yemrs, from 1871 to 1874,
thens fedaral officers wielded their unfettered
away until congress, recognizing their official
existonce as s nationnl ecandal, legisiated
them out of office and invented u closo corpo-
ration, called n commissloner's government,
which has continued in existence until this
time, Mennwhile, though deprived of all
vights of citizenship and the right of locsl
self-goverument, the Inherent right of all
people in & free country, while all of the
glvilegm of freedom wre denled, nono of the

xos—burdens of citizenship, of woich no
freodom will make cowplaint—sre in any
way rolaxed.

I thres wars the citizens of the District of
Columbis have coutributed mors than thelr
quots of men boyond thut turnished by auy
of the atutes, whoso representatives hinve des
nied to us the rights we nesisted in maintain-
ing for them, "Thoy huve also pald their full
allotment of these demunds in the form of
direct taxes which have boen made upon
them to sustain the exlstence of theso sover-
clpn states, They are called upon to serve as
furors in the fedoral courts, and many eisi-
wos who have cheerfully borue their bur-
Yous of direot and special taxes have been
=gviled by lnderal otficers, one of whom now
penly recommends taking from the people
ho luat vestige of popular rights, the right of
trinl by {ury. (m right forsunately gunran-
teed (o us by the sixth amendment of the con-
stitutlon of the Upited States), beosuse
in an opon und iauLmrtiul trial he falled ns u
Inwyer to conviet his alloged oriminel, Had
wo beon disfrunchised during the heatof s civil
war, had It beou thought necessary for the
rubllum.-ul to impoye such u doprivation upon
oyal and faithful eltizonsof the rupublic, your
memorialists would have been, ns alwuys,
rondy to do their duty, vrustiog to the time,
when the emorgency huving pisaed nway, the
snerificing no Iulamur neoded, the intorrupted
privileges wonld beo restored. But it is now
thirween yeurs sloce our charters ware
wrested from us, Taken without canse snd
withheld from no Just motives, This day, in
the olty founded by Washington, uuder the
shadow of the volumn ersctod to the memory
of him whose vame is the watcliword of
liberty, your memorinlists stand disfenn-
uhlnmr aod dishonored. Suffering ne we do
undor this primal \trol'lm.élrlu‘lnimllm this
basie gricvimie, we might disdisin to formitlate
an areaignwent of the administration whose
form wnd belng is unworthy of oxistenve st the
enpital of a nution whose cornarstong of goy-
ernment is u governmentof the people,

Au Inquiry Into the causes which led to
this wbolltion of popolur rights ju  this dis-
triot shiow that the legislntore was sbolished
by the met of June 20, 1874, on nccount of
allogod maladministration of the righta of
stillrago, Mesteniog oo the people an linmenss
indebtodnons,

The facts in rolation to the legisiature are
that only one hranch was olective, the lowes
bunnoh,  The other branch of the legislature
wak i couneil, who were fodevul officers ap-
pointed wnd paid by the United States. The
councll was the wors intuentinl body. It
wus in direct relations with the governor
and the hosid of publio works, who wers slsp
sppolutod and psld by the United Stites,
Hat the elective branch of the legisinture
wih # minority of the administration,
The wets of the bonrd of publie works
woere the real acts of the administration
during the period from 1571 to 1571, when
thoe boawd of pubilic works was sbolished,
All the guestions of adminlstration and of
Hobt, sud everyihing elas nbout which legal
wntroversiea huve arisen, have originatud
rom the acts of tho board of public works.
411 ofticipl aotlons requiring tho action of
pugress to validate shom ware those of the
iunmi of public worke., Congress bns never

isturbod tho nots of the loginintivo assombly,
e only roproscutatives of the psople, But,
o order to get rid of the board of public
worlts and the governor, they ahollshed the
whole in bulk by the mct of June 2, 1574,
Yhous it appenrs that tho aets of mal-ndminis-
tration, which were eharged agninag the popu-
lar goverament by persous, ns we believe,
flirough  intorosted  motives—cuntraotors,
pouls, and other sgencios—wore in faoy tho
acts of appointed officers, snd not of any

{nmn or combination of porsons slocted by
he popular voto.

The municipal govarnment of this district
8 an axcroacance upon Lhe body politie. It
in the nuclons of an element foreign to onr
Iaw, foreign tonnything contemplatad by enr
forefathors, and forelgn to the Amarican sys-
tem of goverament, Beeoming Mastened have,
it Is one which may extend its polson by
dogrees and infect tho whole enrront of our
national Jife, Tntrenched st the politieal
capital of otr conntry asneontral and pivotal
potition, it will unless cliecked invade the
atates, and governments by commision will
ansall, first the territories, then the wonker
atatos, until svan the form of free institutions
will conso to exiat.

Your memorialista respoctfully ask the
attention of congreas to the worda of Madison,
one of the greantest of Amaorican statosmon,
whon, ss an srgument for the ndoption of that
seotion of the constitution giving congress the
right of exclusive legislation ovee this dis-
trict, ho wrote: * The extent of this fedoral
distriet insnfMolently cirenmacribod to satisfy
overy jeslousy of an opposite nature, and, as
it s to bo appropriated to this use with the
connent of the atate ceding it, as thestato will
no doubs pravide in the compact for the rights
and the consent of the vitigens inhabiting it
na the inhabitants will find suflicient Induca-
mont of intorest to hocome willing parties to
the cossion, na thoy will have had their voice
in tho election of the government which is to
axarolso anthority over them; ass muniocipal
leglalature for loenl purposcs, derlved from
thelr own suffrages, will of conrso be sllowad
them, and ss the autbority of the legislature
of tho state aod of the inhabitants of the
ceded part of [t to coneiir in the ceafon will
be derived from the whole peopls of the
atate, in their adoption of tho constitution
every imngiusble objoction scoms to bo obe
vinted,"

Now, the state of Maryland, when it ceded
the distriot to the United Btates did provide
that no right of the le should be In-
fringed. But that pmﬂﬂu boon lout sight
of and disregarded

Notwithstanding the ploa of yoor memotr-
inlists that the deprivation of tho right of
suffrage is of itsoll & aubstantinl gricvance
that ought to be redressod withont putting
upon them the onus of making doetailed
charges against & govornment that ought not
in justico to exist a wingle day, yeb, as a
minor griovance, they charge that the admin-
isteation in the Distriet of Columbia is
neither economical nor honest. Under form
of law it Is & municipnl corporation. (Aot of
June 11, 1578, sec, l.rn In point of fact, itis &
“star clinmber.,” It sits with closod doors,
No rocords of ita procesdings are publishoed.
In no other city in thiscountry arothe trans.
nctions of o city governmont conducted with
closed doors and in secret, To the general
publio there ls no clow to those traneactions
other than by means of unciroumatantinl
reporta which do not mppear until the lapse
of months after the mecting,

From thesa "roports,” meagor as they are,
enough can bo gathored for our purposes st
thia time, We propose to offer nothing more
than patent facts, and do not seek to draw
upon any means of iuformation other than
such ns are nlrurl{ nocessiblo to the public,
We deom that no inquiry is necessary bayond
such Information na in now st hand in order
to show how dereliot Is this administration;
how unanafe it is to sllow the control of their
aflairs to remain in any hands other than
those of the people of the districs of Colum-
bin to whom it rightfully belongs, apd bhow
necousary it has become that tho peoplo of the
distries shall have restored to them tho right
to choose thelr own rulers,

We bave charged among onr minor griove
ancea thist the presont sdministration of the
local govornment is neitber cconomical nor
honest,

1. Tho approprintion acts of congross are
violated.

2. The money of the United States, as well
an the mouoy collcoted from the people nf_. tl_l.o

desired to hand over to the beneflclaries of
tho system §2.75 por square yard.

Acoording to the same report of ¥. V.
Groone for 1843 (supra), the pries pald for
nuphialt pavement has been advanced from
$LAT in 15701550 to §2.08, the price paid per
squnre yard for saphalt pavemont during tha
prosant year 15431851,

The pricea pald for this kind of work are
Intger prices than are allowed by the act of
cons:eu making tho appropriation for the
work,

In the estimatan of ths commissionors for
the flsonl yoar, 18821553 (entinantos of nﬂsro-
rintions, 185015853, pago 15:1), Is the follow-
ng item: “Widening aid improving Four-
teenth streat oxtended, rrovlﬂml owners of
proporty banofited will donate the land
necamsary Lo widen the street, 0,000, Cone
gresa mado tho appropriation for this item
[Statates, vol, 22, pago 147), In the report of
F, V. Greene for 1853, page 19, there in the
itom “improving Fourteonth strout road, §5,-
YOL" Tho proviso of the sct of congress
making the appropriation has not been com-
plied  with, namely, that tho owners of
property bepefited shall denate the land
necessary to widen the sbrost,

Exuimr No, 2

That the money expendod by the district
commissionure is wronglfully expendod is ap-
patont from the following exhibit, which
shiows the sums expended to bo in excess of
npproprintions; that the expenditurcs aro
wanteful In 8o bo weon Io the fuck of the in-
ereass in the prices paid from yoar to yonr,
until from §L.47 per square yard (or saphait
pavement in the fiscal yonr 1870-18530 the
price in tho yoar 15531844 hna boen advanced
to §2E% per square yard, an advanens in four
{mn of 65 per cont., during which time thero

ns boen no corresponding advauocs in the
prios of labor,

For atone block pavemont §1.57 per square
yard wias paid in 18801551, For the year
1884-1555 thoy offer to pay for the aamo paves
mont §2.75, an advance of 47 por cant,, and
an wlvanoe of 4.0 por eent. over the price
($2.00) paid in 1550-1884, and which prico was
paid in violation of law.

T'he violation of law which has been por-
petuated in the payment of lnrger prices Lhan
waro approprinted for the samo will be seen
to havo resulted in nnother violation of Inw
oamoly, that large amountas of work o:d-m&
by congress havo nol beou performed,

Tho work ordersd by congress appears st
pago 200, entimutes 1852-1681;

Hepluelng wood pavament, sqosre yards.. 108500

Replacing stone pavément, square yards,., s 400
Replacing muond pay £, mqu

S T e 8,000
laying new pavemuont, square yards,. #4400

Totalisssiasvasrnurinsnnissanannnnnness 1H.200

Tho work porformed in 1852-1883 is ul.nlm{
at pago 5, report of F. V. Greene, 1853

Asphaltum pavemont, squane yards., ... 5711142
Ciraulle pRyomiont, squim yards, .. 16,814 55
Asphalt block, squire yards coveenes LEA AT

TOMansssinassnsransosnssarsnssnsansssnes JIT,00048

Work otderod B8aDOYO0.cos-cnsssnssrensss HRLR0,00

Work ordered and vot porformed, squar
FOrdisesssnensnnnnnnsnnnnnnsiinnnnansas 1R LIS

Totnl expgnlm (report of F, V. Greene,
0 1K

Mibonrisnne siamiissinan

(i, 728 42
Appropristion (July 1, 1582)

00,000 (0

LTI

E{ﬂm exponditure over mppropriae

ONssnsnsronannsnninninn

_sma

The details for the oparations during the

year 1883-1881 are not yet reported,
Exmnr No. 3.

Under the terms of the act of congress,
approved Feb, 21, 1571 (Statutes, vol. 14, page
410), the prosecution of the work for “im-
proverments and repairs” io the District of
Columbin was intrusted to a board appointed
by the president of the United States, ealled
tho “board of pnblic works.” Uunder tho act,
approved June 20, 1574 (Statutes, vol. 18, pare
3, page 115), tha bourd of public works was

led by the commissioners of the Dis.

District of Columbin, is wastefully cxp
0 3. Largoe sums of money are not accoun ted
for.

4, Largo amounnts of money are due to tha
ereditors of the distriot, the funds for the
paymont of said clnimants haviog disap-
pearod.

5. Large amounts of money are exacted
from citizens of the disirict, pnyment for
which doemands have long ago been fully
made,

#. Tha systom of sdminisiration is directed
to the promotion of schemes which are un-
necessary, imprudent, nud nol ¢ommensurite
with the means and resources of the district,

7. By n recommendation of the commis-
sloners the inherent right to the quist and
undisturbed enjoyment of property in this
district in no longer cortain, FPrivate prop-
erty Is threatoned with eolwure “for public
use without dup componsation,”

B, Tho vested right to tho quiet and undis~
turbed enjoyment of property owned by
citizens of the Distriet of Columbin in the
nelghboring states of Maryland and Virginia
inno longer certain, Private propoerty in
thoso states In  threstened with seizure “for
publio use without dus compansation.'

In support of theso specitic charges of de-

lietion your inlists offer the follow-
ing exhibits:

Exmmir No, 1,

In the estimates of the commissloners of
the Distriet of Columwbla for the year 12—
1558 (entimatos  of  wpproprintions 8.2
18438, pago 2606), thoy estimnated the sum of
455,546 for “improvements nnd ropalrs,”

In the appropristion not for the District of
Columblin approved July 1, 1==2 (statutes
vol, 22, page 135), congress mumlo the aotusl
approprintion of 300,000 according to sohed-
ula F aud f in estimates of approprintions, as
nbove., This appropristion redueod the esti-
mate 15858 por cont, All the prices estimated
aro correapondingly reducod,

The comparison e as follows :

Asphalt pavement, estimated por square
yard, 2.5,

Stone block pavement, estimated por square
yard, §2.00,

Asphilt, appropriated, 52025,
cent,, $1.s80,07,

Stone, approprinted, §2.50, less 15-658 por
eent,, 210,04,

In the nunual report of tho oporations of
the engineer department of the Disteiet of
Columbia for the year ended June 30, 1833,
thero are dutalled the operations of that
portion of thoe eugineoring departwont of the
divtriot which is in elharge of F. V. Greone,
assistant Lo the enginovr comuisslover of the
distriot,

In this report (page 20, report of F. V,
Cirsone) it is stated thot the prices paid per
square yard for pavemont duriog the yoar
18521688 wore s follows ; Asphalt pavement,
por square yand, §2.24; stone block, per square
yard, 2085 While the esiluste in the ene
cune was §2,25 por mjunare yard, the price paid
was §226. lo the othor case the estimnto
was for $200, the prico pald was $2.64. In
both casen more was pald than the estimnte.

The appropristion wis excestod in the
followlng ristion: Asphalt ns J2200 1o §1,80,07,
oquals $119,18000 o F100; stono as F208 to
FL10,08, equals FLERG0.00 to 5100, Fur the
fiscal yoar 18531554 (report of 1Y, V. Greone fur
185, wsupra) tho expenditure  has  bosn :
Asphalt, por squars vard, #2308 stone blook,
por aquare yard, $LGlL

Tho csatimate for the fiscal yoar 15=3-1884
was BIT182305 (estimnten of appropristions,
page i), but the swonnt appropristed
Istututen, volume &, page 401) was §U50,000,
nreduotion of 660 per cent,

In thin year 18s3-1881 the axpenditure for
asphalt in in ths ratio of BI08.72.07 to overy
100 spproprintod, In 1882-153 the excess of
expenditure over the smount n[mruprlnlcd
for ench sguare yard of saphalt pavement waa
$0.19 for each dollar appropristed, and for
stone block piwomont it was l'“,l'.".rl'-'.

In the estimuton for 18541680 (estimates of
approprintions 155841555, page 247 the eati-
tate of $2.25 for wipball pavement iy reitor-
ated, but the estimate for stous block pave-
ment I8 inoransed 1o $L.70 por sgaare yard,

According to the report of F, V. Greene for
16483 (suprn) the price of the stono block
puveament has been Droight up from $1.97

r syoare yard, the price i tho Hacal year
B80- 1541, during which time thers hus been

loan 15-058 per

no advance in the oot of labior, uutll it ls now

trict of Columbin, who are now the successors
to tho board of public works,

No account of the reosipts and expendi-
tares of the board of public works and of the
commissioners during the peried from July
1, 1571, to Mareh, 14, 1576, has ever been ren-
dared by tho commissioners of the District of
Columbin. By joint resolution of congrons,
March 14, 15876 (Stututes, vol, 10, page 211),
all work was slopped, and, under penaliy of
imprisopmoent in the penitentiary, all officers
of the district were forbidden to make any
inerense of the dobt of the district, The
expenditores hiavo beon stated (report 1577,
pago 117), but the receipts during the period
from July 1, 1571, to March 14, 1576, huvenot
beon secounted for. The expenditures as
stated in report for 1577, page 117, Is given,
with 5 por cent, added, at $10,801,017.04, For
the 5 per cont. arbitrarily added to sctua)
eost of the work no items are offered. D
duoting this 5 per cout., the actual cost of tho
work will appear $10,059,021.80,

Of the receipts an account of the improves
ment fund no siatoment has been made,
From a multitude ol reports these reonipts
ean be tabulnted us por the summarized items
herewitls
Imprurqmuntlmndl. roport of 1874,

Page Ll viciinnsnnsaricosisnaanios 4,000,000,00
Improvement bonds, report of 1874,

PRES A0, coiiiaeransranprrarriniiie 2A0,000,00
Twprovemont bonds, report of 1874,

Page 180 uieniin 10,000, 00
Apprupristed by the United Blates,

rapork OF INT0, e 8. ouearennnnnes  BIZLIG01S
Twproveinent bonds, report of 187,

g e ennanriane sarsssnanes  G0LL000

Tmprovement bun-lu:‘ |.:urt of 187,

@ 47 L TR L L Ty T4,M1L08
l:;';‘:\’ri.nrm it boud t\,‘[mre of 185,
Page 457, caviannrranrnnrirsaaniigie 148000074
Twprovement bonds, repart af 1875, _
PAGE 4 rrsensseiarsracannrsnncases 4000810
Yalue of oid ninterinl iaken, report of
IRVT, pote 107 oaians 408 903.08
Bpecinl nssessmenls, teport of 1851,
e s casesnssnsaiinacans  O,EL0,021.51
Asmomd on rillways, repor o
1581, PAKD S00 o cavesnnnnnnnnnnnerie  250,002.80

To total for iImprovements,...... 20428 Y17
By lmprovemeuts made, assbove, 10489,

207
2).64

To mnount not secountoed for.... 5,858 h& 04

Exurmr No. 4,

As nppenrs in Exbibie No, 3 thoro is o Inrge
surplus belonging to the “improvement fund"
which is not accounted for;
Imyprovemont Fuud cooesiaiiia,

venee ERRAS N 17
Lo provemenis Bmdde s

10,k 821 b9
Not ao0ounted Ful oosiisiasnisncanens  BITHN0 28
Al page T2 (report of W, O, Roome) nonual
report chgineer rh-[-.':rr.lurnt,_ 1, 1H&3, ik
appears  there are outstanding clalms of
ereditors, as follows (June S0, 1853) :
10 par cont, cOTtIICRION. . vissaseiaraess §ITHH08 77
B por cent, CortiBealEs. . ossvannasnnsios B8 2
Totad elaims outstanding . casie. 17,100 64

The account with the improvement fund,
a8 above, dhows m surplis of §0,1358, 580,08,
aftar paymont of the elsims of sl creditors
upon the fuud,

Exumer No, b,

I1n Exhibit No. 3 it has boon shown that o
Inrige suw of money (#3084, 050.258) belonging
to the improvemont fnd, oxponded duriog
the period beginviog July 1, 1577, and_ end-
ing Maroh 11, 1550, Lids not Leen wecountoil
fur, One item (SLESSONLLGY of said {mprove-
wont famd was money direckly spproprinted
by econgress from time to timo during the
progresa of the work, us the nscertained
shiare pnyublo by the United States for lins
provemoits  benefiting the proporty of the
governmunt, Thoe varlous items of honds
insned aggregate $1460105850, Another
itguan of the linprovomont fund iy the allow.
atice, 0500000, for metorinl belonging ta
private oltizeus, which wis talgen from in
frout of their promisce and used in tho con-
atruetion of the public lmprovemonts, Thoss
Itms ool aa fullows:

=

sesinanennas B14.607 B8] TR
' W in
Uil Oy
Bopde, appropiiationd, and ma.
TREALE + s sy wbrnnn warimsnnn BLLOET.GAY 90
AcLiin] cost Of LW PIoOvEalianis, ns e
L | T T r e 1 X
Halande payible in upeclal nisess.
TEHM cavene
Thae mioount of
Ravissitiniile © iy
Balng criforged (41 ]
Cominiminners --! tha

Ahaterinln

w2l o

STt Ol ik BB
e

dlstrigh ute, AS 00 OEe

hiblt Mo, 4 wpecinl na-
Besmenis on in

voon e s o0, 000, 062,021 K5
treat rall-

20,85 &5

sauaEs 8

——e—e
Hpocinl assesimenta na enforeed...... B0 18

8,558 500 23
1,022,004 18

Exoes of spatia] aeeersments .......
Inthe above siatement it haa been
abowis thnd congress nv;;r-.-lnr.nml
Undar the net of June 11, 1674, wiat-
Hles, y¢ page—), OUNErRes A8
i hnl?ﬂi,hm 058,50, line
provemuent bonds, e othor balfof
sald  lmprovement bonds baing

AyAlin ot of the gotieral taxoe
ald ob private property in the dis

triot.
Fifiy par cent, of $11,601 688.78 I, ..... §7.000044 29

Total for improvement pald by Unle
Blat « 10,823,780 67

LT e

Bonds payablo by general taxen Dise
Lot Of ColumbDing . vovsssiensnscna 7000844 30
0lA material used (Exhinie No, 4., A0 0

1 nasasnments o above..oeees.  LELITE 1O

Improvement fands scenanted for., ?-‘1.1.'-5.!#;.' 17
Jwprovement funds to be sovounted
§19.650.021 K

Ofcsssicssnsnnanans .

Improvement fands not accounted

for.. . sessisnssan seiw 0080580 29

This amoupt of £3,185 580,23 i bolng taken
from the peaple of the district by force, and
with pounlties in addition at tho rate of 10
por cent, per annum until puid, Decnuse thase
demands are not compliod with at as spocdy
A rate o thoy think desirable, in their re-
report far 1833, o 8, aftor speaking of the
offorts whioh ecitizons of the distriot, through
their duly appointed nitorneys, are making
before congross to be relleved of thess taxes,
which thoy do not owe, tho comuainsloners
By

“Ta (ric) the eontrary, the commissionars
would enruestly recomnend loglalation which
will tend to enforeo a prompt settlemont of
these ontetanding apecial taxes, with interest
in full'

Thir lIsngunage 13 n mere repetition of the
howl which, year after year, ia sat up on thiy
subjoct. Existing law is not sufficient for
those tax consumors Existing Iaw roquiros
the sale of the property on which this tax is
imposed, But the property cannot be sold
for the renson that the salos ean bo sot aside
in every cane In which such attempt to sell
may bo made, The sales aro set neide for the
renson that the tax s lllegal. Existing law
i not auflicient aa tho meaus to make this
rald upon vested rights & complote sucoess.
Rotronctive logielation is “oarnestly recom-
mended.”

As above, n statoment of tho ncceunt with
the improvement fund shows that the whole
of tho apecial tax assossablo for lmprovements
actually smounts to $500,500.85

On account of this tax the overpayment of
$2.177.770.47 bas been wrunf from the poople
of this district, mnd the collection of the furs
thor stm of $717,104.60 ix threatened to be
enforced by this irresponsible administention.
The peopls who utter such throats against
the private property of private eitizens in
thin Aistrict, and appeal to congross to give
additlonnl power to enforco thess domands,
should como with clean haoda,

Threa willlon three hundred sand eighty-
eight thouinnd five bundred and eighty dol-
lnrw and twonty-olght oonta of tho monoy bae-
longing to tho poople of this distreict, less the
amonnt of special tases thess commissionars
hiave yot failed to exmct are not accouuted
for, snd have totally disappoared

In the report of the engineer commissloner
for 185 is the report of H. L., Hoxle (nnother
“"saslstant’ to the englveer cormmissioner) for
tho fiscal year endiog June 30, 1833, Bpeak-
fog of theso specinl assessmants (page 45, this
porson thus cxpresses himsell: “Paymonts are
very slow, bat inlerest ut the rate of 10 per
eent. per annum runs until the tax Is paid,
and the nnpaid tax, like the nrrears of gen-
oral tax, is n good investment for the District
of Columbin If secured."

L [rment ean be “asenved” with intereat
(so-eulled) At 10 per cont. por ansum of
money not due it will prove “a good invest-
mont.” This star-spangled understrappor
woull “socure” this special tax, The mil-
lions belonging to the peopleol the District of
Columbis fall short of appearing in any state-
ment of the amoint received by tho District
of Columbia on account of the improvement
fund.

Exnmir No. 6.

Tha aggrogate eatimntes for the year 1884
1525 (estimates 1554-1555, page 157) awmounts
to $8, (5 AT,

At pago 54, estimates for 1584-1855, the
ostimnted valuo of all taxablo real estates for
the fiseal year onding June 30, 1885, is esti.
muted at $01,750,000,

The rate of annusl expenditure in the Dis.
trict of Columbin is therofore 30.5 mills on
cach §100 of tuxable real estate,

The amonnts available for improvements
in the yeir 1854-1855 appear s follows, page
182
BOWATN. caossesanasinrentsnssssosssnansss§100,000 00
Work o subdry avonues and strests.. .. H0417 00

Improvemonts, estimoated, 1884- 1550, . SM5A17 B0

The amount for the improvement of stroets
in $245,417.50, less than 7 per cent. of (§1425,.
378.47) the estimated exponditure for the
yoar 18541550,

Roforring to report of F, V., Grecne for the
yoar 155, page 20, will bo seon a table which
g“l'l"""" to pive tho conditlon of tho streuts

nly 1, 1nnd:
Aros of wireets, square yarda
Paved wiil concrote, s, yar
Paved witli sione block, s y

« 5,120,043
Rk

]

Bureota paved, square yurtl.l...._......... 1,778,112

Etreots not paved, square yards. . .i..... 5,350,571

16 will bo scen that nobt two-fifths of the
strects have yet beon substantianlly improved
with “standnrd pavement,” Of atroots sbeo
lutely ‘“‘unimproved,” theéro nre 1,705 854
square yards, showing that more than ono.
fourth of the streots are not aven in the con.
dition of common conntry roads, being with-
out any lmprovements whatsver,

While there is no immediato prospect of
any groat inoresse in tho revenues of the
district, tho ordinary expenditures mnat
fram varlous causes toud to a cousiderable
Inereass, with o corresponding diminution of
tho surplus over ordinary sud unavoldable
expondilurea availablo for the improvement
of the aveuues and streets,

Unier theso circumstancos the resources of
tha district should bo busbauded earefully.
No schomes for the exponditure of monoy
oithor upon ambitions projects or in advance
of the smmodiate needs of the public should
fur & mowment bo entertained,

At the urgent insisuce of the comumlssion-
ors of tho district congresa was induced to
pass the nck “to increass the witer supply.”
approved July 10, 1862 (Statutes, vol, 22,
page 104.) Tho appropristion (preliminary )
undor this act, one-half of of which is to go
paid by the private taxable property in the
district, is #L4=5,270.00, That the work can.
nob be perfortied within tho catimated cost i
ovidont from the faet that the right of way
cannot b obtalned for the amonnt satimated
for that itom.  'I'ho estimated cont of the tun-
nol {u shout BISTH per runniug foot, The
ontimnted cast of tho proposed tunupel (Now
York World, Angost & 1554 to inoresse the
supply of tho ity of New York (s $100 per
rupning foot. The New York tunnel Is to
be the eyuivelent of twalve feot Interior di-
ametor, The disteiet tunnel id to ba about
nine foot intorlor diamotor. Thoe relwtive
slea s OGO0 to 100, I constructed with
oquul solidity nud care, the work will oyt
$50.27% per runaing fuut, or about double the
esbimatied cost.

But evon if tha estimato ba correct n pay.
mont of thres quartam of o willion of dollsm
i beyond the moaos of the people of this
distriet tur tho conutroction of » work of mo
immediato necossity, and Dot commensurate
with thelr resources ut thid timo or st any
time withiin thy prosent generation,

One of the permanent chiarges upon the
ravatiun of tho distelat s the sum of §1,2L4,-
WMT.7, which is anpually sbsorbed for sink-
ing fund pnd interest upon tho debt, "Vhis
oharge will continue Tor 4075 yoars, unkil
July 1, 1004, nid will reguire for its complete
ligquidation the sum of LGB T,  One
third of the untire revanue of the district is
alrowdy wotlclpatad, It Is too much for the

resources of the district 1o huve nearly $1,-
000,000 wddod to the overwhelming abliga.

blous alrendy existiug, aud Lo faalen upen

thom this sdditional burden of debt, which
18 w0 far boyond tha abllity of the district to
ny. Not satisfied with this measurs of sx-
ravagance, in their roport for 1551, page U,
the commisslonars "urge the insnguration of
methods necessary tu the establishmant of &
sceond means of snpply.” This schemas in
premisnd by the statement, in the same page,
to the effect thnb thers is s "docreass of
nearly 56,500,000 of gallons In the dsily
snpply.” The fact being that there in A
deoroass to that amotnt in the “dally waste”
afl the watar,
Daring n long seriss of years thero has hoen
A consistent and istent misstat t of
fucth in ropaed to t'lauuhpl of water, At page
204, repart ol 1570, the dally supply is given
ua follows ¢

Giallonx,
Toelvo-1nch Ml coiervsstbonnsisness 1,150,000
Thinty-inob maltiwese . sens 11,708, 80)

Thirty- sl 16Eh BAID cvvvrricrenvainnnea TTINSH00

Tetnl gallonn per ALeT coneernens .o S0, 404040

Al pago 204 of the aamo report the watar
reglstrar gives & table which (llustrates tho
reanite from the iudiscriminate waste of
water. In the report for 1876, page E1, there
is an attempt made to charge the waste upon
tha United Btates, A table in given which
pata tho daily use of water in the dopart-
menta at 0,040,000 gallons, This leavea 24,
DOOON0 gallons to bo divided among 14,078
takors of water, an averags supply of 1,710
gnllons por dieny to each house sapplied with
walter,

The eity of London (report 1575, page 245)
has s supily of 104,000,000, The sapply of
Whashington i 24,000,000 to & population
which in one-twonsieth of the population of
London,

At page 11, raport 1577, tho principal waste
of water is again charged on the United
Btates, In the report for 1878, page 2770, it in
ohargod thas one-hislf of the wlhole amonnt
consutmad I8 consomed in the departments,
Finally, at page 472 ropork for 1570, it ape
pears thut an actusl measuremont of the water
uied by the United States shows the amount
to bo 2,628,120 gallons por dicm, This shows
the notunl supply of 25,000,000 gallons per dism
tunbout 21,0600 (engineer commisaloner repart,
1ES, puge 7) water takors, an averago of 11000
gnllons to ench houss. Allowing ton porsons
1o each houss, the dally supply is equal ts
130 gallons per diom to each porson quppliod,

At page 205, report of 1875, the sup-
ply of London is given st 29 gallons
por eapita, The asupply in Washington is
mors than five times a8 gront as in Paris,
whers thers is no waste allowed, and the
aupply for nctual noeds oxists in lavish abun-
danee for & population ten times as numorous
ua that of this district,

The magnitude of this scheme, supplemon-
tary to ons already undertakon, which s
beyond the noeds or the reiources of the dis-
triot, i to bo derlved from asinglo citation.

In the report of tho rineer comse
missioner for 1883, page & It is pro-
posed  “to  store the rain fall of
about forty-flve aquare miles' This aren

amounts to 24,800 acres of land, the greater
Fﬂﬁ of which lies In the state of Margland,
hoyand the “exclusive furisdiction” enjoyed
h; the United States in tho Distriet of
Columbis, This “'pool” in real estate s too
large, and is not commensurate with the
moans and resources of the poople of the
District of Columbia,
Exurnrr No, 7.

After the persistent solleitation of Lthe com=
missionors of the District of Colambin, in
nocordmneo with their purpose outlined nt
pago 79 of thelr roport for the yoar 1870,
cangress passed an ‘'Act to incronss tho water
supply,” approved July 15, 1852 (Statites,vol,

22, p. 105). 1o pursuanco of authority allegoed
to be given under the terms of this mct of
congress, the offieials of the Unitod Siates
have entered upon nnd have taken lon
of property belonging to citizens of tho Dis-
trict of Colnmbin, title thereto not having
beon scquired and compenestion therefor not
having boen made prior to such occupation,
It is claimed that no remody exists for tho
parties whose property has beon taken from
thom in this summary: mannoor other than
such remoedy ns congress may afford. Soveral
bills for the rollof of darties whose property
has been thus ocoupled and talken are now
bofors congress,  In the unew scheme of the
commissioners of thodistriot sot forth in thelr
report for 1550, page 23, tho saine summory
mothod of procedure is threatened to set asido
the vested righta to the quiot enjoyment of
proparty in thia digtrict. In the prosccation
of works of publle improvement in the city
of Waahington, private l!-rupuriy has boun
ontored upon and destroyed without wirrant
or ttle, in disregard of the vested right to
the undisturbed nao and enjoyment of props
erty in the District of Columbin.
Exmmr No. 8

Under tho oporation of the act of congress
“to incronse the water supply,” approved
July 15, 1s=2 (Statutes, vol. 22, page 165),
property belonging to the citizens of tho
atatos of Maryland and Virginia, situated in
these states, is threatened o bo ocoupicd and
taken for public use, the title to the ssmo
not having been extinguishod asto its owners,
eitirons of sald states, and compensation not
having been made to sald owners. Aecord-
ing to the present schemo of the commis-
sioners of tho distriet in rogard to “s socond
means of supply (report 1853, pago 23), alarge
tarritory of sevorsl aquare miles in the state
of Maryland is threstoned to bo invaded in
disregard of tho vestod rights of eitizens of
tho state of Maryland to tho quiet and undis
turbed use of their property.

In conclusion, your memorialists respect-
fully invite you atteution tu the report mude
by Hon, George E. Spencer to the seuste of
the United Statos at the second seasion of the
forty-fourth congreds, tho same buing sennto
roport No. 672, Jan, 11, 1577, of that session,
The wholo of that roport is indorsed by your
momorialists as succinetly aetting forth the
situntion of affairg in this district so far as
capgerns the legd relatlons of the United
Btatoes to the District of Columbin,

The Greenback Lohor Conventlon,

A uativoal grecuback labor convention was
held Suturday evening at ¥o'clock nt Asso-
cintion hinll, Pennsylvanin avenuo, betwoen
Bizth and Soventh sirests, Tho convention
was ealled to order by Mr, Lee Crandall, the
preaident, Tho call of tho distriot convens
tiom, tho enll of the national convention,
which will be held in Indiannpolis May 25,
and the platform mloptod by the party i
1480 woere rosd hf tho secretary, Mre, W, W,
Jack#on. The tollowing delegates and altors
nates to tho nations) eenvention were unsni-
monsly slected : Delogutes, Leo Crandall apd
Harry (. Trader; alternated, Thomas 8
Dupham and Millard F. Hobbs, Hesolutions
wore adopted affirming the principles of tho
party and condemulog the other political
organizations.  Judge Warwick Martin, Gen.
Johin Tyler, jr., and Mossra. John . Wolfl
and Paul Hrown mado sddresses,

-
Cribs for Ballast ln (uarantine,

Tho surgeon gunersl of the mnrine hospital
sorvice has rocoived & letter from the “bonrd
of trade and exchange' of Pensacolo, Fla,,
throagh their chairman, requesting the erog-
tiow, under the dircckion of the surgeon gon.
eral, of two permanent “eriba’ at the Pensa-
cols quarasntine station for the reception of
ballnst in quarantine, the one now in use and
herotofore built being & lempordry structure,
The object of baving twio eribd is to enabln
volsols [rom Infootold ports from coming in
contnct with those from healthy ports while
dischargivg ballast. Additional buildings are
alio saked for, in order that crewa from io-
footed vessels may bo lsolated,

- -

Nurnt Money Hedeemad,

A packngo of burnt money represouling
#2000 was recoived by Treasurer Wyman
Buaturday fuor redomption from ‘Thomaes
Dowling, & quarryman lvipg near Meonashi,
Wia, whicls roprosented the savings of swenty.
threo yoara of hard work, His cabin waa
destroyod by firo ou the sixth  fostsat, and
with 1t all his tuouoy, which was la the form
of greenbacks aud patloual bupk notes. Aftor
exnmination all tho lngal tendor notes (§1,000)

woro idgnsitied and redeomed ab e,

TOE OTHER SIDE

IEIabanu: Argument Against tha Crea'iom of
a0 “Animsl Industry " Durean.

Hon. Emory Storrs Bafore a Committee
of tha Senate.

Objections Urged Against the Maasure by Groad Live
Elosk latereaus,

The Opposition Mepresenitd by Talent
Men, and Mowey,

The following argument was delivered by
Hon. Emory Storrs in oppositicn to the bill
now ponding lo the senate, cotitled “An set
for the estuablishment of & buress of animal
industry to  prevent the exportation of
disonscd cattle, and to provide means for tho
suppression and extirpation of plourp-pneu-
monin nod other contagious discases awmong
domestic suivaie: "

'Tho bill, an above entitled, having pasted
thio house of represontatives, and now pouids
ing it the senate, an boliall of n large nums-
ber of our oitizenas deoply Interested in this
prest industey, 1 bng to submit in this way,
the oppartunity for appescing befars the com-
mittoo having passed, somo suggestions why
thin bill ahiould not ripon into s Iaw; bt boe
fore procovding to s discussion of tha hill
ftanlf, the goneral sulject to which It rolates
hwviug stbraoted such widesproad attention,
it is but propor that I should state the in.
torosts which | reprosent, and the porsons for
whots 'T sppesr o sddressing theso rensony
agalost this bill, This is doobly necesiry
beeauso of the fuot that the bill upon ity finen
professes to bo one In favoer of nud intended
to promote the animal industeies of thy couu-
try, and for the reason that In conse|uonie
of an excitemuent, which I sball undertnkn
to ahow, Line been fu n largo measiro n mangu-
factured one, the prodocers of live stock
themselves have throughout the eonutry in
many instances, withont, Lum convinond, of
nn undorstanding of the situation, or the
offoct of the blll, asked for the passage of it
or somothing of like elinructar,

I apponr, lirst, for the Chicigo Live Btock
exchunge, mado op of about 100 men mainly
engaged in the prossoution of tho live atock
business. This exchunge 2 nob constibuted
morely of donlors [t Tive stook, but |4 also
wmnde up of mon who have gront intorosts in
that vast industey as raisers and producors of
live mook, Fully one-hall of the Chicago
Live Stock exchango aro owners of more or
lods cattlo in Texnw, Kansns, Nebravkn, Town,
Missouri, Ilinois, Indinno, and the territorios,
somne of them to s very large extent, one of
them, Mr. Nelson Morris, who ls woll known
s one of the Inrgest denlors in live ssock in
tho world, to theexten t of st loast §1,000,000,
Nearly ovory motuber of tho Live Stock ex-
change, who s n commission worchant or
eattlo broker, hna more or loss mouey sd-
vaneod for the purposa of feeding cattlo
throughout the winter, oo banking ine
stitution, which is represented in the wtock
exchange, has a million dollam sdvanced;
another membor has u quarter of u million,
pad §300,000 and more promised; anothor

rty, who I8 also » member of that exchange,

as S150,000 adyavced and $100,000 wmore
ramisod, and dozens of thom have from

10,000 to 17-‘1,#“' ndvancod deponding upon
these cat'ls fOor the paymott of thele wd
vances,

These eattlo, upon which advances have
been mnde, are nearly sll contracted to bo
sent to market at certain  timos to mest tho
paymonts.  In sows instances the ahipments
to market hnve altendy beon delayed, nod of
this excitemaont continues, or if this bl
ripens into s law which furnishes the primi-
tive conditions for an excitemont, they muat
be delayed to s vory dangerous extent, It e
the boliof of tho partics whom [ represont
that if the bill passes tho vxcitemont will
continue, and that it will continue to depro-
clute the valus of the stock. | um sssnred—
sud 1 think I have the mosus of demonstrat-
ing the entire correctuess of the statoment-—
that the provalence orthe continuance of this
excitoraent will deprecisto the value of live
stock from §5 to§5n head, mwaking au aggro-

nto doprociation in the value of tho stock to
{50 wold at tho Union Stock yards of Chicago
alono on account of the producer of from live
to #even wmillious of dollars, the groster por-
tion of which twust wecesiarily fall upon the
produeur,

The Live Stock oxchango and its mombora
aro deéply luterestod In this question, for
there is no oue mnrket in the world whor
the producer gots his pay so quick as in
Chieago. Before the organization of this ox-
chango a protest agalnst the passage of this
Bill was wigned by ninety-cight of the doalérs
i Jive stock in the city of Uhleago and fhees
warded to the member of congross from tha
frst district, but aftor the protost had been
forwarded sevoral goutlomen, (Or resdons
doubtless sutliclont to thotnselves, withdpow
thelr namwes from tho prowst, but by fur th
greator part of thoso who signwml tho origiusl
protest still adhiors to thoir wpposition to the
passage of the Lill,

At u moeoting of tho memberd of the Live
Btook oexchnpge, quite redently held, resse
lutions were unwubnounly  passed  opposiog
tho paseaio of this bill nud appoluting s coins
mittea of ita wembers to visit the clty of
Washington wrild lny Lofaro the sotito, us fur
ns  ponsible, thole views upon thin quastion,
nuid the fasts, as far ws they could vommanil
them, which inducod them to think that
the bill flsell was unnnccossary snd  un-
wine, This  intorest  would  le Inrge
suough to domnud, at wll events, & ros
speetiul hearing: but It Is not wil, Thore
ars also opposed tu the passnge ol this bill,
sevond, the great stock yards st Jorsoy City ;
third, John . Datelwr, Tiwothy C. Bsstman,
aud tholr agents 1o the ot I Now York,
wlie are probubly as dee and largoly
luterestod jo (s guestion da any men i the
uiilon, nul merely as commisiion morchnis,
biut s dealers wud producera,

I s atthiorkad to sponk for nio othors
than the purtios whom & bave watmdd, buat |
vautura tho assortion tlist before apother
waek bLas passed thore wiil e smong the
people of Kausas nud Hllools such s chinngo
of sentimont upon thi st ion ne has raroly
boun witneesid upon any topie of proposed
legislation. This bill, like otber tiovements
of & kiudred oharactor, s bused upon this as-
sartion that eomitnunicable and contaglous
disenses of powme kind
pnoumonin or the foot and mouth disiase —
;.-rm'nlln nmong our entlle, sod to suoh wn
extent that the juterposition of the goneral
Rovernmuont is required to pravent its pprowd

ol save tho property of dedlers lu live
stook and producers of live stock vot alrowiy
infeotod. Tho timw was, as | ahall hova
oceasion. to show  horonfter, whon it was
vohumeutly sssorted, and by Very many
peoplo  bollevdd, that  plaurepuenmianba

Ehind

provailed aswong our wost ih . ATTH
shink that to.day, #0 complotoly hn
plandor upon that great industey boon ox
ploded, that no man whoss stsleinend
the subject In worlhy of tho slighte-l wiivn
tion will mako any such proteune. ot thae
protenss has boan susde, and ha beon wild
circalated, anid It has Boat

mput ofticers for puipoe
to be oalled upon u [
has boun to so sovoraly bmpair thu vxportation
of our Hro atock abroad, nud particulnily o
England, that losses to the extout of iillingg

of Jdollam have bean Indiet tpon  thoss
gronl hutordsls, notically by b onts of
GUE OWn guvernment by pibilication and

elrculption of reports eithor arautly or
willfully false. Rupoarts of this chiirnoter wia
not captined totkie loonlitles tn which they
aremade. Thoy arotmmedintoly republishoed

abroad, and have copstitaled bhe wain did-




